Terlipressin plus hydroxyethyl starch infusion: an effective treatment for hepatorenal syndrome.
Ornipressin is a vasopressin analogue that can cause potent splanchnic vasoconstriction. It has been shown that, in combination with albumin infusion, ornipressin is able to reverse hepatorenal syndrome. However, its clinical use is limited by possible severe ischaemic complications. In our case, a 47-year-old man received a right hemihepatectomy for cholangiocellular carcinoma. On post-operative day three, he developed hepatorenal syndrome with ascites, peripheral oedema and oliguria (250-500 ml/day). Serum creatinine was increased to 3.5 mg/dl. The patient was treated with terlipressin, another vasopressin analogue with fewer side effects than ornipressin, (1 mg every 4 h intravenously) and hydroxyethyl starch (500 ml/day). Urine output increased to 3000 ml/day, serum creatinine decreased to normal range within 4 days and ascites and oedema disappeared. We hereby report the first case of successful treatment of hepatorenal syndrome with terlipressin and hydroxyethyl starch, which appears to be a safe and effective treatment.